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Språksenteret will contribute to
• Provision of a more differentiated school offer for newly arrived pupils, according to age,
proficiency and educational background
• Increased quality within the various offers, in accordance with competence and
knowledge regarding the pupils’ development and progression
• Stronger focus on the curriculum
• Faster integration with Norwegian-speaking pupils – linguistically, scholastically and socially

Språksenteret’s services

Språksenteret – Centre for Intensive Norwegian Language
Learning in Oslo Schools
‘Språksenteret for intensiv norskopplæring’ is established as a resource centre for
education of newly arrived young learners at primary school level, with professional
responsibility for the teaching in Introductory classes for adapted Norwegian language
learning at primary school level in Oslo’s schools. The target group is students from
year 3 – year 10. Språksenteret also has responsibility for assessing newly arrived
applicants for high school (videregående skole).

• Offering of external services to primary schools with Introductory classes for adapted
Norwegian language learning, in the form of courses, guidance and developmental work
• Assessment of newly arrived pupils’ curricular knowledge and language skills (years 3 to 10)
• Assessment of newly arrived non-native speakers, in relation to application for high
school (videregående skole)
• Provision of school placement after the assessment of pupils from school years 3 – 10
(Introductory classes for adapted Norwegian language learning, or at the local school)
• Provision of specially adapted Norwegian language teaching for newcomers from school
years 5 to 10, who have age-appropriate educational background and motivation for a
more intensive language training programme, and thereby can be expected to have a fast
progression
• Provision of specially adapted Norwegian language teaching for young learners from
school years 1 to 10, living at reception centres for refugees
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Referral to Språksenteret
The parents/guardians of newcomers should contact the local school, which will see to that the
pupil gets a referral for assessment at Språksenteret.
The assessment will take place after the local school has had an initial meeting with the parent/
guardian and the pupil, about the pupil’s previous education and needs, and after the parent/
guardian has agreed that a specially organised Introductory course may be desirable for the pupil.
The busiest time of the year at Språksenteret is August, September and January. During the
busiest periods it might take several days before you receive an appointment.

What happens during the visit at Språksenteret?
• The child spends 2-5 hours at Språksenteret, carrying out a variety of assessment
activities, together with one of the teachers at the centre.
• The parent/guardian accompanies the pupil to and from the appointment. At the end of
the day, oral information will be given by the teacher at the centre, concerning the pupil’s
assessment results.
• Språksenteret will provide the pupil with a school placement after the assessment.
• A report, containing the pupil’s results and a recommendation regarding further school
offer, will be sent to the parents/guardians, the local school and to the school where the
child is about to start.

What should you bring to the assessment?
The local school will see to that all the necessary documentation is being sent, eg. the
completed ‘Registration form for newly arrived pupils from linguistic minorities’ and
documentation of the pupil’s previous education.
• Documentation of the pupil’s previous education
• Food and beverages
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Intensive Norwegian language learning at Språksenteret
The typical pupil at Språksenteret
Most of the pupils at Språksenteret have an age-appropriate educational background, as well
as a qualitatively good educational career behind them. Thereby they already are in possession of a development that enables them to transfer structures from their first language to the
second language, which in turn provides them with a greater possibility of a faster progression within the language acquisition. The challenge lies within the acquisition of Norwegian
language proficiency, in order to enable existing knowledge to be used and developed.

Learning content
Subjects and key areas
The education at Språksenteret relates to subjects and topic areas from the Knowledge Promotion (K-06). In addition to Norwegian language tuition on its own, language learning is also
an integrated part of the subjects. The pupils are in need of a broad vocabulary, to be able to
understand the texts presented within different subjects. When the tuition focuses on work
related to a variety of topics in class, it is being done so in order to contribute to the development of the pupils’ vocabulary, as well as developing other linguistic skills that the pupils
will need to be able to follow the subject curriculum in Norwegian. Another important element
regarding the education is to contribute to offering the pupils opportunities to meet and use
Norwegian for different purposes and within a variety of situations, and at the same time
provide them with a systematic language teaching programme.
Learning to learn
In addition, the teaching emphasizes that the pupils learn to learn by using different learning
-and comprehension strategies. Learning strategies are approaches that the pupils use to
organize their own learning. These are strategies with the purpose of planning, accomplishing
and assessing own work, in order to reach predetermined competence aims.
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The City Council’s superior vision is of a greener, warmer and creative city that includes all people. The vision
for The Sector for Childhood and Education (Oppvekst -og kunnskapssektoren) is:
In Oslo all children shall have equal possibilities. Oslo’s kindergartens and schools shall have high ambitions
and expectations on behalf of each child, educationally and socially, and motivate for play, learning, curiosity,
engagement and creativity. Children and youngsters shall be encouraged to participate in development of a
democratic and sustainable society.
Multilingualism as a resource
The pupils at Språksenteret represent a linguistic and cultural diversity. The multicultural and
multilingual aspects shall be an integrated part of the teaching whenever it is natural.
A multicultural perspective involves recognizing and highlighting the competence that the
pupils already have and to build on it.

Good learning environment
In Norway pupils and guardians have strong rights and obligations regarding school environment. All pupils have a right to experience a safe and pleasant school environment which
promotes health, well-being and learning.
By “school environment” means the total of cultural, relational and physical conditions at
school with significance for learning, health and well-being. Språksenteret strives to create a
good school environment where
• All pupils experience a working- and learning environment underpinned by calm, respect
and academic attainment.
• No one shall be subjected to abusive behaviour. Everyone is entitled to a school day that
promotes health, well-being and learning.
• All pupils shall experience a learning- and working environment free from racism,
discrimination and violence.
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Parents/guardians – an important resource for the school
In Norway it is expected that parents/guardians participate in their children’s
education and schooling by supporting the children with their schoolwork,
socialising and leisure activities, as well as communicating with teachers and
other staff at the school.
The school and the parents/guardians have the same aim - to provide the children with a good
and safe childhood. Parents/guardians are essential for the pupils’ learning outcomes, and
they are also an important resource for the school in their effort to secure a good psychosocial
learning environment. The parents/guardians are the ones with the primary responsibility for
the children and youngsters’ development, however the school shall support the guardians in
this and contribute to a good cooperation with the homes.

To achieve a good offer for your child, school is dependent on you to engage in a close dialogue
with the school.

The school expects that you as a parent/guardian:
•
•
•
•
•
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follow-up your child, both educational and socially
attend parents’ meetings and parent-teacher conferences
engage in dialogue with the school so that the teachers get the information they need
keep abreast of information from the school.
are open to cooperation with the school.
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There is a lot you, as a parent/guardian of children who are about to start learning Norwegian,
can do to support own children through the process of learning a language. Here are some
suggested strategies:
• Maintain the talking to the children in the first language, or the family’s internal language
of communication. That will enable the children to continue learning their mother tongue
while the learning is fresh. Children who express themselves well in their first language
tend to find it easier to learn a new language.
• Ensure that the child is exposed to Norwegian language, through literature, television,
films, newspapers, magazines, music, etc. You can lend books, etc, free of charge at
public libraries.
• Ensure that sufficient time is set aside for homework and for talks with own children
about what they have learned and experienced at school. Use a dictionary in the
exploitation of the new language.
• Encourage to and ensure that your children take part in after-school activities, such as
sports, youth clubs, cultural schools or other social activities, where they will have the
opportunity to meet other children and to practice Norwegian language. This will also
help them to meet new people and make new friends.
• You can talk with the staff at the school if you need more tips and ideas.
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Where to find Språksenteret
Språksenteret – Centre for Intensive Norwegian Language Learning in Oslo Schools
Trondheimsveien 48, bygg C, 0560 Oslo
Telephone:
Email:
web:
Facebook:
Public transport:
Parking:

+ 47 94 80 94 98
postmottak@ude.oslo.kommune.no
https://spraksenteret.osloskolen.no/
www.facebook.com/spraksenteret
Bus, tram and metro (T-bane) www.ruter.no
Fee-based street parking (few lots)
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